
Conference Totalitarianism 
Across History and Disciplines 

15–16 November 2022

15 November 2022
Hall 8:30 AM

9:00-9:20 AM OPENING Marcin Jaworowicz (Pilecki Institute, Poland)
Dr. James LaPlant (Valdosta State University, USA)
Dr. Robert T. Smith (Valdosta State University, USA)

9:20-10:20 AM KEYNOTE LECTURE Prof. Mark Kramer (Harvard University, USA)

10:20-10:35 AM COFFEE BREAK

10:35-11:55 AM SESSION I
Postwar Justice and the Prosecution 
of War Crimes in Poland 
MODERATOR: Alina Nowobilska
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Prof. Patrycja Grzebyk (University of Warsaw, Poland)
The Long Road to Trial: The Experience of Central-Eastern European States 
in World War II and in the Russian-Belarussian Aggression against Ukraine

Dr. Dominika Uczkiewicz (Pilecki Institute, Poland)
Anticipating Nuremberg: European Governments in Exile in Struggle for 
Justice Against War Criminals During the Second World War

Dr. Bartłomiej Kapica (Pilecki Institute, Poland)
Between Politics and Justice: The August Trials in Poland, 1944-1956

11:55-12:10 PM COFFEE BREAK  

12:10-1:30 PM SESSION II
The Totalitarian State: History Versus 
Memory of the Soviet Repressions
MODERATOR: Dr. Mateusz Werner
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Dr. Tahmina Aslanova (Baku State University, Azerbaijan)
The Role of Public Consciousness on Changing Political Environments in 
Post-Totalitarian Societies: the Case of Russia ZOOM

Dr. Mykola Bryvko (National Historical and Memorial Reserve, Kyiv, Ukraine)
Propaganda of Stalin’s Political Representation in the Mass Media of the 
USSR as a Component of the Totalitarian System  ZOOM

Olga Lebedewa (Pilecki Institute, Poland)
5 minutes Before the Tragedy: the Narrations About the Soviet Past in 
Russian Museums on the Eve of the Russo-Ukranian War

1:30-3:00 PM LUNCH BREAK

3:00-4:00 PM KEYNOTE LECTURE Prof. William Risch (Georgia College, USA)

4:00-5:20 PM SESSION III
Dimensions of Authoritarianism and 
Totalitarianism 
MODERATOR: Dr. Bartłomiej Kapica
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Dr. Sebastian Bartos (Valdosta State University, USA)
Before the Authoritarianism of the Modern Secular State: Liberty 
and Tyranny in Medieval Lesser Poland 

Prof. Magdalena Nowak (University of Gdańsk, Poland)
Dr. John Dunn (Valdosta State University, USA)
Micro-Totalitarianism. German-Polish Stamp Wars, 1938-1945

Adesanya M. Alabi (Karabuk University, Turkey) 
Annotation of Totalitarian Regimes and Instances in Africa: a Call for 
Historical Nuances ZOOM

5:20-5:30 PM COFFEE BREAK

5:30-6:30 PM DEBATE
Totalitarianism & Communism 
MODERATOR: Dr. John Cornell (Pilecki 
Institute, Poland)

Prof. Mark Kramer (Harvard University, USA)
Prof. William Risch (Georgia College, USA)
Dr. Bartłomiej Kapica (Pilecki Institute, Poland)



16 November 2022
Hall 8:45 AM  

9:00-10:00 AM ROUND TABLE 
The History Never Ends:  
Totalitarianism, Authoritarianism 
and Dictatorships in the 21st Century
MODERATOR: 
Dr. Dominika Uczkiewicz
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Dr. Ekaterina Klimenko (Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, PAS, Poland)
Prof. Mark Kramer (Harvard University, USA)
Prof. Peter Polak-Springer (Qatar University, Qatar)

10:00-10:15 AM COFFEE BREAK

10:15-11:25 AM SESSION IV
The Concentration Camps in the 
Totalitarian Regimes 
MODERATOR: Dr. Mateusz Werner
(Pilecki Institute)

Pierluigi Bolioli (University of Pisa, Italy) 
The Role of Concentration Camps in the Definition of Fascism 
Authoritarianism ZOOM

Alina Nowobilska (Pilecki Institute, Poland)
Auschwitz on TikTok

Israel Abayomi Saibu (Anchor University, Nigeria) 
A Junta in Civilian Toga: Authoritarianism in Nigeria Fluid Political 
Space 2015-2021

11:25-11:35 AM COFFEE BREAK

11:35-11:40 PM GRADUATE ACADEMY 
PRESENTATION

Olga Lebedewa
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

11:40-12:50 PM GRADUATE ACADEMY
MODERATOR: Dr. Bartłomiej Kapica
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Kaitlin Martinelli
Alexandria Nash
Zane Whitney

12:50-2:10 PM LUNCH BREAK

2:10-3:00 PM GRADUATE ACADEMY
MODERATOR: Dr. Dominika 
Uczkiewicz
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Tahel Goldsmith ZOOM
Lydia Roberts

3:00-4:00 PM ROUND TABLE WITH STUDENTS
Totalitarian Regimes in the 
20th Century – is that Topic Still 
Important?
MODERATOR: Dr. John Cornell 
(Pilecki Institute, Poland)

Tahel Goldsmith ZOOM
Kaitlin Martinelli
Alexandria Nash
Zane Whitney
Lydia Roberts
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